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another of her mistakes. She refused to cultivate with
enthusiasm a powerful and childishly sensitive caste,
whom with patience and careful study she might have
persuaded to fight her battle for her.

One discordant incident in which the Princess figures is
related of those manoeuvres on the Rhine. She was being
shown round some bivouacs with her husband, Wrangel,
and other high officers by a regimental orderly officer. A
young sentry was standing over a tarpaulined pile of stores.
The regimental officer approached him with the object of
showing Her Royal Highness the efficient manner in which
the Prussian recruit learned his military duties. He asked
the man to give a list of his responsibilities as a sentry. He
was a boorish-looking soldier. After a few words he stam-
mered and came to a stop. The officer drew back his fist and
struck him viciously on the jaw. The soldier reeled. He
resumed his stance of wooden rigidity. Not a trace of resent-
ment or amazement appeared on his face. He had expected
what he got. He looked a little proud that the blow had been
delivered before the English Princess. Vicky shuddered.
Then she flamed with rage.

" Now I know more about the Prussian officer than I did
five minutes ago ! " she exclaimed fiercely, to the genuine
astonishment of the group about her.

" That is nothing unusual, ma'am," said a general in
explanation. " The fellow is a soldier. He deserved no less.
He did not know his duty."

" I would not have seen that in the English Army. It was
horrible. A soldier has a right to be treated as a human
being," answered the Princess, turning and looking reproach-
fully at her husband, as if this was a matter which was his to
set right.

Nobody would dispute the Tightness of Vicky's attitude;
but she should have held her tongue. Her outburst caused
mortal offence and did no good. It humiliated a Prussian
officer. It was a declaration of war to people who did not
know they were her enemies. By turning to her husband she
identified him in the eyes of the witnesses with her point of